PART X
THE  POST-WAR  YEARS
1
THE DEFEATED
TN October of 1922 I was walking down Unter den Linden in Berlin
-^when I stopped in front of a shop window and stared with incredulous
eyes at a Press bulletin pasted up in the window.
"The Black Watch,** it said, "are being carried shoulder-high by
German crowds in Upper Silesia."
It was only three years since the Black Watch had been called the
"Ladies from Hell" by .German soldiers who feared them greatly.
Now they were being cheered and hoisted up by the German workers in
Upper Silesia, where they had been sent to police that region from a
forcible occupation by Polish troops. The Poles under Pilsudski, first of
the Dictators, demanded the possession of this industrial area with its
rich mining districts, and were impatient to grab it without awaiting the
decision of a committee (presided over by a Japanese) appointed by the
League of Nations.
I met a friend of mine in the street and discussed the situation with
him. It was Raymond Gram Swing, afterwards famous for his American
broadcasts.
"You ought to see Stresemann," he said. "He is the leader of the
Volkspartei and likely to be Chancellor one day. I should be glad to
introduce you."
He took me that evening to the headquarters of the Volkspartei
where the members were sitting at tables, drinking beer, and all talking
excitedly. Stresemann himself, whom I saw for the first time, was at one
of the tables with two or three friends and a flagon of beer by his elbow.
He invited us to join him. He was at that time not so overloaded with
flesh as he became afterwards by a disease which killed him, but he was
a stout genial-looking man with pale gold hair and fair skin. After-
wards I met him a number of times at the British Embassy where he
came to lunch and seek the advice of Lord D'Abernon, who had a great
influence over him.
He spoke excitedly, and at times with a passion which reddened his
smooth baby-like skin.
"If we lose Upper Silesia," he said in a loud voice, "or any consider-
able part of it, we shall be unable to pay the indemnities. There lie our
main sources of raw material for manufactures. German capital,
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